heavy metal, progressive and just about anything
else you care to name. In the nineties he replaced
Ritchie Blackmore in Deep Purple and remains
with them to this day. Yes, he is hot.

The Introduction was Morse's first solo effort
from 1984 featuring Dixie Dregs drummer Rod
Morgenstein and newcomer Jerry Peek on bass
with guest artists T Lavitz on piano (another
Dregger) and Albert Lee on the swinging
General Lee where Morse and Lee swop
lightning country licks. Better still is the opening
track, Cruise Missile, which explodes into action
with a busy finger-stretchin' bass line while
Morse delivers some incendiary lead lines over
Rod Morgenstein's driving drums. That's the
way to begin a CD! From there he blends in all
of his various influences: classical acoustic
guitar delicately wrapped in synths and
harpsichord on the almost medieval The Whistle,
the jazzy Mountain Waltz featuring T Lavitz's
classy piano work, the beaty On The Pipe with

many avenues open to them. Guesting on guitar
are the under-rated Peter Frampton and fellow
virtuosos Eric Johnson and Albert Lee. English
Rancher is really quite infectious with its jangly
rhythm and funky bass work, Pick Your Poison
is a breakneck country hoe-down featuring
violinist Mark O'Connor, but the best three
tracks are at the end: the questing Travels Of
Marco Polo with Morse's strident lead biting
through, the rhythmically driven Golden Quest
with its rich guitar tone, and Unity Gain which
begins thoughtfully with just acoustic guitar and
then builds to a powerful climax with Morse's
electric runs running rampant.

Not mainstream stuff then and, like most
fusion efforts, melodies are somewhat sacrificed
for technique, feeling and downright flashiness.
That said there is a great deal to admire here and
if you like a guitarist who paints with a broad
pallete then Morse is your man. Dave Burke

(www.BGO-Records.com)

ROLAND NIPP

RAGGED HEARTS

CD

PMP2025; Canada 2015; 49 min
Hawk Wind / Dirty World / Ragged Hearts / Mark It Zero / Blues For Stan / Don't Trust The Suit /
Three Miles To The River / Childhood Sidewalks / Beyond The City Wall / Now What /
Two Drifters / Daybreak / Beneath Our Wheels / Blues For Stan (featuring Emma Nipp)

This is guitarist Roland Nipp's fifth album but
if you haven't already picked up on him then
here's a little background. His favourite guitars
are his Strat, Tele and Les Paul while his list of
favourite guitarists runs to 27 and beyond and
includes Messrs Beck, Vaughan, Gilmour,
Knopfler, May, Page, Clapton, Harrison,
Reinhardt and Emmanuel. What Roland attempts
is to make music that appeals to both guitarists
and non-players alike, and I can confirm that he
most certainly succeeds in the latter. Style and
sounds matter but he realises that at its heart it
has to be about the songs.

There are a variety of styles here from the

funky jam of Make It Zero, the acoustic Django
mood of Blues For Stan, the mucho sustain of
the slow Dirty World and the SRV kick of Now
What through to the Santana roots of Don't Trust
The Suit. But if 1 had to pick three they'd be the
gently paced ballad Ragged Hearts with its
flowing, lightly distorted lead, Three Miles To
The River that builds over bass, drums and organ
with its super sustain lead over an expansive
echo guitar, and the opener Hawk Wind where a
gritty riff and a clean soaring lead intertwine
entrancingly. Most entertaining. Alan Taylor

Canada  www.RolandNipp.com)
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